
Discover the magic that happens when two friends come together

to turn an ugly, unwanted space into a beautiful garden
in the middle of the big city.

Learn, Grow and Explore with Mr Green

Take a look at the images in Mr Green Grows a Garden. There are photographs, drawings 
and even pencil sharpenings! Have a go at making your own collage garden with things 
you have at home. Raid your paper recycling bin for the browns and greens in your garden. 
Look outside for small dried leaves or twigs. Find pictures of flowers and plants in old 
magazines or have a go at drawing them yourself. Dig out any old crafty items like 
buttons and beads and get imaginative. You could even make trees using handprints. 

Have a go at growing your own plants! Using old tins, plastic trays, 
juice cartons and yogurt containers as plant pots like Mr Green. Fill them 
with compost and plant the seeds according to their packet instructions. 
(Seeds can be purchased online, from garden centres and supermarkets.) 
Provide the little plants with light and water and watch them grow! 

For further guidance and structured work on this, see the free download on our 
website ‘Let’s Grow a Sunflower’ (including a growth diary and chart) part of 
‘From a Tiny Seed to a Mighty Tree’ in our FUNdamental Science series.

Sound/phonics hunt! Look at the page where Mr Green and Mo are 
looking at the soil up close. What ingredients for soil can you spot that begin 
with ‘f’? Now head outside to your garden, local park or woodland. Can you 
go on a sound hunt? What can you see that begins with the sound ‘b’? What 
about the sound ‘t’? Why not take a clipboard with you and see how many 
you can write down!

Mo and Mr Green are neighbours. What does it mean to be a good neighbour? 
They end up becoming best friends. What does it mean to be a best friend? 
Do you have a best friend? Draw a picture or write a card to your best friend 
to explain why they are important to you. If you can’t see them in person, 
ask an adult to help you send them a picture of it or even pop it in the post!

Take a mindful moment. Mr Green says that gardens are a good place for 
thinking. With an adult, head outside and find somewhere comfortable to sit. 
You could go in a garden if you have one, or find a bench in your local park or 
woodland. Take a moment to be still and think. What might you hear, smell or 
see? How might that make you feel? Do memories pop into your head or do you 
start to daydream like Mo? Enjoy your still time and breath in some fresh air!



To learn more about our FUNdamental Science and 
Science Essentials series, head to our website!
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Spring Treasure Hunt
Go on a spring treasure hunt in a garden, park or woodland. 

Try to find or spot as many things  
on the list as possible. 
Tick the box if you spot something.

Don’t touch  
or disturb  

the animals  
you see.

A new green shoot growing from the ground.

Daffodil 
shoots Bud

A bud on a twig

Blossom

Apple trees 

in spring

New leaves that match these colours.

Female 
blackbird

A bird with nesting  
material in its beak.
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Be a Bird Spotter

Male blackbird Female blackbird Male house sparrow Female house 
sparrow

Male or female 
starling

Male or female 
blue tit

Male or female 
wood pigeon

Male or female 
goldfinch

Male chaffinch Female chaffinch Male or female robin Male or female 
great tit

Male or female 
long-tailed tit

Male or female 
song thrush

Male or female rook Male or female 
jackdaw

Male or female 
nuthatch

Male or female wren

Male greater spotted 
woodpecker

Female greater 
spotted woodpecker
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Go on a snail hunt in a garden, park or 
your school playground. Begin by thinking 
about where snails might be living.

1

What type of habitat do snails prefer?

Choose some places to look and write them in a notebook. 
For example:

Snail

In a flowerbed On a wall or fence Under plant pots

On a lawn On play equipment Under rotting logs

Snail Hunt
Under plant 

pots Lawn

On a wall In a flowerbed

Now carefully look in the places you 
chose. In your notebook, record how 
many snails you see in each habitat. 
You can use tally marks like this:

Snails leave a clue that shows where 
they’ve been. Can you spot what it is?
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Are you stronger than 
a dandelion’s root?

Gather your equipment:

1.    Find a large dandelion plant in a garden or 
your school playground. Ask an adult if 
you can pull up the plant.

2.  Take hold of the plant’s leaves, stems and 
flowers and pull as hard as you can!

Did you manage to pull the dandelion’s long taproot 
from the ground? Describe what happened.

3.  Next try digging up the root with a small spade.

Did you manage to dig up the whole taproot? 
Describe what happened.
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What Is Soil Made Of?
All soil is not the same. In one place, soil might be soft and crumbly, while in another 
area it may be as hard as a rock.

1

Equipment:
• Soil from a place where plants grow
• A clean jar with a lid
• Some water
• A magnifying glass

Soil can be different colours, contain different ingredients and have different 
nutritional values for plants. Sometimes, people add compost or fertiliser to soil 
to improve its quality and add more nutrients for plants to absorb. 
Plants need nutrients to grow and be healthy.

Let’s investigate what soil is made of!
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Classification Keys

Method:

  Choose a leaf to classify 
and start with the first 
question at the top of 
the classification key.

Classification keys are used to sort living things according to their characteristics. 
They are made up of questions with a “yes” or “no” answer. Have a go at sorting these 

leaves using the classification key below to discover what tree they come from. 

1 2 3

Is it dark green?

Yes No

Does it comprise 
of small needles

Yes No

YEW Does it have 
spiked edges

Yes No

HOLLY BAY

Does it have toothed 
(sharp, jagged) edges?

Yes

OAKIs it long 
and thin?

Yes No

SWEET 
CHESTNUT

HORSE 
CHESTNUT

Follow the branches 
either “yes” or “no” 
and then ask yourself 
the next question. 

 When you have reached 
the last question, you 
will know what tree 
the leaf came from.

No

If you are looking for more science resources about plants and nature, 
take a look at our FREE RESOURCES that complement our KS1 

FUNdamental Science and KS2 Science Essentials series. From life 
cycle worksheets, bird spotter posters to investigations on seedling 
competition, head to our website at www.rubytuesdaybooks.com


