
	

 
Welcome to LEARNING AT HOME! 

 
Would you like to be a nature detective? 

Sometimes scientists study something they don’t  
recognise or cannot explain. Then they come up 

with lots of ideas and questions and try to 
figure out what they’ve found. 

Look at the pictures in this worksheet. 
Can you answer the questions? 

 

Don’t worry if you don’t know the answer. 
Think like a scientist or a nature detective and write 

down some ideas and guesses. If you wish, you 
can go online and do some research of your own. 

But always check with an adult before using the internet. 
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1:  Why does a tree have bark on its trunk and branches? 

 

 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 



2:  Look carefully at this tiny animal.  
Is it an insect or a spider? How do you know? 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

3:  How do you think birds know that they should  
build nests and feed their chicks? 

 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 



4:  This little chick is three weeks old. It hasn’t grown its adult feathers 
yet. Which of the adult birds below is the chick’s parent?  

Why do you think this? 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
Blackbird                                Blue tit 

 
Robin                                  Nuthatch 



5:  These tiny yellow eggs were laid on the leaf of a cabbage plant in a 
garden. Each egg is the size of a grain of sugar. What animal do you 

think laid these eggs? 

 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

6:  This strange-looking lump was found under a tree in a woodland. 
What do you think it could be? Why? 

 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 



Answers 
 
1: A tree’s bark protects the inside of the tree from getting too wet from rain or wet 
and cold from snow. When it’s hot, the bark stops the tree drying out and protects 
it from the Sun. The tough bark also helps stop insects and other animals eating the 
tree or burrowing inside which might cause damage or disease. 

2: The animal is a male ladybird spider. We can tell it’s a spider because it has 8 
legs. Insects only have 6 legs. This spider got its name because of its red body and 
black spots which make it look a little like a ladybird. 

3: Blackbirds, and most other birds, know how to build nests and feed their young 
because of something called instinct. The birds have never been taught how to 
build a nest or collect worms and insects for their chicks to eat – they just know it! 
Once the blackbird chicks grow up, instinct will also tell them to find a mate, build a 
nest and care for their own chicks. 
 
4: The chick is a baby robin. As it grows up, the speckled feathers on its chest will 
turn red. Did you guess correctly? Some of the clues that tell us the bird is a robin 
are the shape of its body and beak and the way it stands. 

5: The eggs belong to a cabbage white butterfly. This butterfly got its name because 
it lays its eggs on cabbages and other similar plants. When caterpillars hatch from 
the eggs, they immediately start feeding on the cabbage plant. 

 
Cabbage white caterpillars eating a cabbage leaf. 

6: The lump is an owl pellet. An owl swallows an animal, such as a mouse, whole. 
Then later, it spits up the fur, bones and teeth in a lump, called a pellet. These 
tough parts of the mouse are too difficult to digest! 


